2008:1
1 True Colours
1 Membership matters
2 Letters, News and Views
6 Photo Finnish
7 AGM Agenda
8 Master Quiz 2008, Round 2
11 Long Ago in Baghdad
12 The Giant Horseshoe
13 A Man Has to Glue What a Man Has to Glue
15 Potterings
15 Solution to Prize Crossword 2007:4
Approaching menace…?

16 Prize Crossword 2008:1
IBC Footballers Quiz answers and result
BC Kings and Queens Quiz

True Colours
Ken Emond, Editor

R

ecently at work I took part in a workshop focussing on how different people react to change. We discussed the four
basic types of people, who can be characterised by their underlying affinity with a particular range of characteristics,
each of which is assigned a colour. Naturally human beings are complex and I, for one, steadfastly prefer to resist
being badged too readily as one particular kind of person who always reacts the same to any given set of events, but the reality
is supposed to be that when under pressure people naturally revert to type and that type can be categorised. So, for what it is
worth, I was categorised as a blue-green. A fairly sky blue (deeper colours having the traits more strongly), but it means, for
example, that I like order and structure, that I am reliable (although those of you who have put up with the vicissitudes of the
timing of pass over the past four years might disagree!), but also that I am, perhaps, just a little boring and dull. The
secondary green tendency means that I am friendly and open, like to keep up to date with current affairs, especially when
linked to people, but on the negative side can be chatty, even nosy, and show my feelings easily. Those of you who know me
quite well might have interesting comments on this, if not to share in pass!

Note: I look forward very much to seeing many members in Cardiff in April. I very much welcome contributions to pass
from all members, particularly those who may not have sent anything in recently and from new members. There is no
particular theme or pre-set length. The deadline for copy for the next issue will be 30 April, and I hope to be able to include
some very positive reports of the Club’s 30th anniversary celebrations. Submission can be made by e-mail (to
kene@britac.ac.uk), but I am, of course, happy to hear from everyone in hard copy instead for those who don’t use e-mail.

Membership matters
Peter Chitty, Membership Secretary

I

hope that all of you had a very happy festive season.

I should like to thank all those members who pay by cheque and have changed to payment by Standing Order, there are 30 of
you so far, and I hope that more of you will also sign up.
The Club welcomes Andrew Cobley to membership of the Mastermind Club and wish him a long and happy association with
us.

NEW MEMBER
998 Andrew D. COBLEY 153 Kinder Road, Hayfield, HIGH PEAK, Derbyshire SK22 2LE Tele: 01663 742141

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
219 James (Jim) NESBITT 688 Saint Field Road, Corryduff, BELFAST BT8 8BU
289 Mrs Maureen BLAKESLY Midsummer Lodge, Gatesdene Close, LITTLE GADDESDEN, Hertfordshire HP4 1PB
Tele:01442 842240

A REMINDER TO MEMBERS
Would you please let me or the Secretary know if you are planning to change your address otherwise we will not be
able to continue to mail pass to you.
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Letters, news and views
From Meg Sutton
Obituary for Kate Irving, Mastermind Contender in 1977
AROUND 5AM ON 28 SEPTEMBER 2007, Kate Irving, Mastermind contender in 1977, fell peacefully asleep at the Park Hospital,
Nottingham, having finally lost her six year battle against cancer.
Born in Dumfries on 8 July 1946, Kate grew up first in Langholm and then in Carlisle. She attended the prestigious Carlisle
and County High School for Girls, then Bedford College, London. After gaining her degree in history, Kate spent a brief
period in teaching before training as a chartered accountant. Later she became a consultant in medical accounts, a highly
specialised area in which Kate was an expert. Part of her job involved holding seminars for both doctors and fellow
accountants, and so much did she enjoy this aspect of her work that eventually she decided to strike out as a freelance writer
and lecturer on medical accounts, in which role she found her true métier.
Talented though she was in her own field, Kate was no mere number-cruncher. A true polymath with a brilliant analytical
mind, marvellous command of the English language, and extraordinarily retentive memory, her knowledge of vintage films
and the lives of 50s and 60s actors and actresses was encyclopaedic. She enjoyed foreign travel and adored New York, was an
avid reader and loved cryptic crosswords. Yet she was modest and self-deprecating about her phenomenal intellectual abilities,
and this quality, with a wonderful sense of humour, made her a joy to know.
Having watched Mastermind since its inception, she longed to appear on it, but doubted she would pass the audition. Finally
persuaded to try, she appeared on the show in 1977, taking as her special subject, Bismarck. Her knowledge of the nineteenth
century German Chancellor took her into the lead at the end of the first round, but then nerves got the better of her, and she
came either second, or last, depending on how you look at it, since all three runners up scored 19 points!
Later, Kate went on to appear on other quiz programmes including 15 to 1 (three times), One to Win, Pass the Buck, Today’s
the Day and One Hundred Per Cent. Ironically, she failed the audition for Countdown, where the numbers let her down! When
former contenders were allowed to return to Mastermind, Kate toyed with the idea of applying again. She was busy at the time,
however, and feared she would not have sufficient time to prepare new special subjects. Perhaps when she retired…
Sadly, Kate’s retirement came earlier than expected. A scan in October 2001 to discover the site of the trapped nerve causing
what she had assumed to be sciatica, revealed inoperable endometrial cancer which shortly afterwards caused a spontaneous
fracture of the femur.
That Kate survived six years instead of the six months her consultant expected was, in part, due to her indomitable spirit.
Impaired mobility may have closed some avenues to her, but instead several new ones opened up. She bought and learned to
use a laptop. In addition to exploring the Internet, researching her family history and discovering an uncle and several cousins
she never knew she had, Kate wrote and published her first book. A well-clued, and at times hilariously funny detective novel
of the Agatha Christie type, where there are no grisly details of autopsies, but simply enough clues for the sleuths and, with
luck, the reader to work out whodunit. The result was the delightful A Quizzical Corpse set against the quizzing background
she knew so well and using locations with which she was familiar.
Many members of the Mastermind Club, to whose female members, in particular, Kate sent flyers advertising the book, bought
copies. Indeed, several recipients after having read it wrote asking for more copies.
To one member of the Club went a complimentary copy. That was Daphne Fowler, a 1999 contender on Radio Mastermind,
whose phenomenal general knowledge and quizzing credentials, allied to a delightfully modest personality, served as a
template for Babs Beaumont, the first murder victim in A Quizzical Corpse. Daphne indeed lived up to Kate’s view of her,
writing a charming letter of thanks, and posting a section about the book on her website. For the last years of Kate’s life,
intermittent letters were exchanged, a correspondence that gave Kate enormous pleasure.
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Whilst writing and marketing her book, Kate’s health seemed to improve, as though the surge of adrenaline had given her a
“high” which boosted her immune system. In January 2007, Kate was saddened to learn of the death of Magnus Magnusson,
and expressed amazement that she had outlived him. She didn’t for very long.
Following the completion of a third course of chemotherapy in April, Kate’s health rapidly declined, and eventually only
palliative care was possible. Kate knew she was dying and accepted her fate with courage. On the morning of 28 September
2007 her suffering came to an end.
[N.B. A Quizzical Corpse is still in print, and can be ordered through Amazon or Authors on Line, or, for £6, direct from Meg
Sutton, 13 Park Avenue, off Thackeray’s Lane, Woodthorpe, Nottingham, NG5 4HS. The last of these is the cheapest option!]

From Marga Scott-Johnson
I am delighted to announce that on 1 December 2007 I was married to Brian Johnson in a ceremony at Morpeth Register
Office. Brian and I met in November 2006 at a party hosted by my next-door neighbour, so in a way I found him practically on
my doorstep! Brian wrote to me early in 2007, and we soon realised that we were more to each other than ‘just good friends’.
Obviously I will never forget Keith, but life goes on and I know that Keith wanted me to be happy again. I have retained the
name Scott as a tribute to him, and am now called Marga Scott-Johnson. Brian and I will be attending the Cardiff weekend in
April and look forward to seeing many of you there.

From Leslie Grout
A Beadle for the Day
THE ANNUAL SPECTACLE OF THE LORD MAYOR’S SHOW is a colourful piece of pageantry which is preceded by breakfast and
various presentations to the new Lord Mayor and Sheriffs.
As an Ale Sizer in the Guildable Manor of Southwark (more of that on another occasion!), I attended the presentation at
Guildhall where the Foreman of the Manor handed over a decanter, some glasses and a bottle of Welsh(!) gin.
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Who is the only Emperor currently on a throne in the world?
Jeff Bezos was the founder of which internet retail site?
In which two series in 2007 did the actor John Simm travel in Time?
The biggest open-air painting in art history, Bigger Trees Near Warter, measuring 40ft by 15ft, was unveiled at the 2007
Royal Academy Summer Exhibition. Who painted it?
Antares is the brightest star in which constellation?
Who was appointed Coach of the Welsh Rugby Union team in November 2007?
What name was invented by Sir Philip Sidney in his Arcadia but made famous by Samuel Richardson in a novel 160
years later?
Meet Me On The Corner, Lady Eleanor and Run For Home were all top 10 hits for which band?
On which British building can the words “In these stones horizons sing” be found?
Seals, sea lions and walruses make up which family of animals?
Where in the world is the 15-member organisation ECOWAS to be found?
Which 2,927ft high hill lies south of Dolgellau?
The Stalybridge Old Band, founded in 1814, is generally accepted to be the first example of what type of band?
What are Crowner John, Sister Fidelma, Brother Athelstan and Sir Baldwin Furnshill?
For what sort of paintings is Jean-Baptiste-Siméon Chardin best known?
Where did Leonidas of Sparta fall after a heroic stand with 300 men for two days against the Persians of Xerxes I in
480BC?
Which forms of electromagnetic waves bracket the visible region of the spectrum?
Andy Summers is the guitarist and Stewart Copeland the drummer with which famous rock trio?
What is the legally required colour for reversing lights in UK automobiles?
Semper Fidelis (Always faithful) was adopted as which military organisation's motto in 1883?
Who composed a march of that title for said organisation in 1889?
And which British city has this motto on its coat of arms, although it is also used as a motto by the football team of
another city in that county, one of only two teams in the league to play in green shirts?
From which country does 42 Below Vodka come?
According to the proverb, what catches no flies?
The term “quattrocento” refers to Italian art from which century?
Situated to the South of the Black Mountains, which town is known in Welsh as Y Fenni?
“This is the Universe. Big, isn’t it?” are the first spoken words in which 1946 film?
Which broadcaster wrote the 2007 work In God We Doubt: Confessions of a Failed Atheist?
The walls of Caernarfon Castle were deliberately designed to mimic those of which city?
Where did Lewis Gordon Pugh go for an 18 minute swim in July 2007?
Which cheese has three regional categories: Noord Holland, Holland-Brabantse and Friesian?
In a famous quote by Alexander Pope, what precedes “Drink deep or taste not the Pierian Spring”?
Which long-running play is set in Monkswell Manor Guest House?
Which of the books of the Bible has the shortest name?
Dying on the 5th April 1923, the Egyptologist George Edward Stanhope Molyneux Herbert is better known as what?
Which fictional character made his first appearance in the 1912 novel The Lost World, returning in later works such as
The Land of Mists and When the World Screamed?
Which royal post passed to Harry Collins of Tunbridge Wells in 2007?
The 1857 exhibition “Art Treasures” was staged in a purpose-built 700ft long by 200ft wide building and contained over
16,000 works of art. In which English city was it staged?
Bastien und Bastienne, composed at the age of 12, was the first opera by which composer?
In 2007, Frankie Gavin became the first British Amateur World Champion in which sport?
Where in the human body would you find the bones known as Phalanges?
“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord” is the first line of which song?
What creature was hanged by the citizens of Hartlepool in 1805 under the belief it was a French spy?

2008:1

9

63.

In a famous cinematic exchange, James Bond inquired of Auric Goldfinger “You expect me to talk?” What was
Goldfinger’s reply?
64. At 64 miles long, what is the longest river entirely in Wales?
65. The Bad Seeds were the backing band for which doomy Australian singer?
66. Cut-throat Jake was the enemy of whom?
67. The Third Mode Melody from Archbishop Parker’s Psalter of 1567 is now best known through which orchestral work
of 1910?
68. Also the name of a novel and a football club, what was the nickname of the Edinburgh Tollbooth?
69. Set in the mining village of Pencwm, Nerys Hughes played Megan Roberts in which television series, which ran from
1984-7?
70. Which of the Channel Islands is the only one to have a passenger railway service?
71. Prior to 2007, what had only been achieved by Lester Piggott in 1972, Willie Carson in 1980 and Pat Eddery in 1990?
72.
Last the Whole Night Long, Last Forever and Leave the Best To Last are albums by whom?
73. Published in 1588, William Morgan provided the first fully-translated Welsh version of what?
74. The Singing Ringing Tree was a 1957 television production made in which country?
75. How are Haven Brow, Short Brow, Rough Brow, Brass Point, Flagstaff Point, Flat Hill and Baily’s Hill collectively
known on the Sussex coast?
76. If a Sine of an angle is calculated by dividing the opposite by the hypotenuse, what is calculated by dividing the
hypotenuse by the opposite?
77. Matthew Hervey of the Light Dragoons is the subject of a series of novels written by which former soldier?
78. In Japan, what type of building is a Minka?
79. What was the fastest-growing internet social networking site in 2007?
80. Which female artist exhibited at all but the fourth Impressionist exhibitions and was the sister-in-law of Manet?
81. Which 1981 film is the only Best Picture Film Academy Award winner to contain all of the letters of the word "Oscar"
in its title?
82. General Woundwort and Captain Campion are characters in which work of fiction?
83. What unusual tournament was staged in Zuohai Aquarium in 2007, the winner taking 1 minute and 20 seconds to get a
ball in a hole?
84. Cerys Matthews sang “Every day when I wake up I thank the Lord I’m Welsh” on International Velvet, a song by which
band?
85. 420mm x 297mm are most commonly known as the dimensions of what?
86. What unique Napoleonic Wars double is Miguel de Alava the only man known to have done?
87. A second spin-off series from Doctor Who appeared in 2007, featuring which former companion?
88. What is the name of the theme park in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, owned by a famous country singer and actress?
89. In Wales, what sort of music is Twmpath?
90. Li Po and Tu Fu were leading poets in a “Golden Age” of Chinese poetry under the tutelage of which dynasty?
91. Combat des Reines, a spectator sport in Switzerland since the 1950s, involves fights between what type of animal?
92. Catrin Finch, Jemima Phillips and Claire Jones have been the official players of which instrument for the Prince of
Wales since 2000?
93. In ancient Greece, which herb was woven into students’ garlands in the belief it would strengthen their memory, a belief
that scientists in 2007 discovered had some basis in truth?
94. Where is the most Westerly railway station in Wales still in use?
95. In which year were Thomas Hardy’s Jude the Obscure, Rudyard Kipling’s Second Jungle Book and H G Wells’ The
Time Machine all first published?
96. What does the flag of Belize have more of than any other country?
97. Hogget is a meat which comes from which animal?
98. Which Saint’s feast day has been moved forward two days on certain areas in 2008 to prevent it clashing with Holy
Week?
99. Which was “The Bank that likes to say yes”?
100. Which politician thought that “Death is the most convenient time to tax rich people”
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Long Ago in Baghdad
Patricia Owen

I

n 1953, with our household goods in 15 trunks and cases, I arrived in Baghdad after the challenging trip across the desert in
the Nairne bus, following the oil pipeline. My husband had gone on ahead to take up his post as Head of English at the
College of Arts and Science, with the injunction to “Find a job for me, too” while I filled the Isabella Burton role of “Pack
and follow”.

He had been so successful that I was immediately taken to the College, then housed in the former royal stables, briskly
introduced to the Principal, who asked, “Can you start now?” “What are they studying?” “Hamlet” “Certainly!” This was a
suitable beginning to six years in Iraq.
It was, then, a fascinating place to be; in the vacations you could go to Lebanon (just over a civil war and eager for tourists) or
the West Bank, but not to Israel unless you arranged for a duplicate passport. At weekends there were expeditions to Ur of the
Chaldees or Babylon. All educated Iraqis had fluent English and we were still in the post mandate period. Iraq was
modernizing fast, on the surface: a colleague asked me, “Do you mean to say you don’t have paid maternity leave in Britain?”
Middle class women were entering the professions and their sisters came to the College.
There, for the first time, they were sitting in the same room as young men to whom they were not related. No wonder Romeo
and Juliet was very popular; almost every term there would be a romance breaching the Christian – Muslim or Sunni –Shia
divides, with College staff often attempting to calm the parents. A grim side to the breaking of convention was the not
infrequent headline in the Baghdad Times “Brother arrested for Honour Killing/Sister Walking down Street with Man”.
The Iraqis’ feelings about Britain were mixed; the Baghdad Pact was not popular. Every so often the male students would riot,
allegedly at the behest of provocateurs from outside. Staff were, on one occasion, holed up in the staffroom and I tried putting
my head round the door to see if we could make a break for the car park. A young man was leading a charge along the
corridor, brandishing the leg of a smashed desk and yelling, “Get the British out!” Seeing me, he smiled and added, “But not
you, of course, Madama”. The Suez Crisis was the most shaming time of my life; we took refuge with Canadian colleagues
until the angry mobs retreated. Facing students again we heard “we always knew you British were really like that”. The most
memorable comment was “But look out, you British, we will give you two tits for every tat!”
While we were home on vacation in 1958 the revolution swept all the old regime away: the young King was assassinated and
the Prime Minister, Nuri Said, attempting to escape in a woman’s abaya, was run over several times, by a truck. Nevertheless,
when a telegram came saying “Your contracts are renewed” we went back. We soon knew that this year would be the end: it
was not safe to go out at night because of the vigilante groups abroad, and week by week you couldn’t guess if the Principal
would be in his office or in gaol, depending on which faction was in the ascendant. Students were as often rioting in the streets
as at lectures. This time I got out first, leaving my husband to sell the furniture and cope with the elaborate bureaucracy of exit.
As he drove to the Syrian border, a plume of dust warned of a jeep closing in, full of armed militia. He pulled up, then was
very relieved to hear a familiar voice asking “Professor Owen, what are you doing here?” “Trying to join my wife and child,
Hassan”, he said. “All right, this is my Professor, he is good man, let him go!”
Recently I went to a talk about refugees from Iraq by a Baghdadi woman paediatrician. I spoke to her about the way I felt we
British had patronized the Iraqis. “Believe me,” she said, “now they speak of them as the golden years”. Saadia, Faiza,
Hussein, Jelal, what has happened to you?
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The Giant Horseshoe
Paul Slater

C

hris sometimes spoke of a book she had very much enjoyed as a girl. It told the story of a group of children following a
set of clues across England on a kind of treasure hunt. She had read the book several times, and could remember the
title was Sealed Orders, but nothing else about it. She asked me to try to obtain a copy. At first, I thought it might be
Sealed Orders by Leighton Houghton, published in 1957, but Chris believed she had first read the book before that date.
Checking further, I found several more books with the same title, and the most likely one from the points of view of date and
subject-matter seemed to be one by Garry Hogg, published in 1948. Chris remembered that one episode in the book featured a
ride on a narrow-boat, and Garry Hogg wrote books about canals and boating as well as travel books and holiday adventures.

I had to request the book through the inter-library loans
system. At last it arrived, and Chris and I read it, a chapter
at a time, as our “book at bedtime”. It is fiction, but
features many real places as the three young protagonists –
two brothers and their sister – spend several days cycling
around England following a series of clues left by their
uncle in the form of cryptic verses. The point of the
exercise was a kind of initiative test, to disprove some
disparaging remarks about the younger generation made by
another, older, uncle recently returned from Australia. I
found the idea of the book rather strange, but once I
accepted it, and understood that the book was written over
half a century ago in a more innocent age, I really enjoyed
it. The three children were promised a foreign holiday if
they successfully solved all the clues.
The starting point of the children’s journey was not
immediately made clear, but as the story progressed I
understood that they began their adventure in Sheffield.
Their first clue was a giant horseshoe, eighteen feet tall, to
be found a specified number of miles away as the crow
flies beside a river which had a tidal bore. Map and
compasses were essential items in the equipment the
children took with them, and although mystified by the
idea of a horseshoe eighteen feet tall, before long they
worked out that their first clue appeared to be at Carltonon-Trent, a few miles north of Newark.
Chris and I had only been to Carlton-on-Trent once: it was
during an enforced absence from work caused by a broken
ankle, a few weeks before we were married. We had had

The Giant Horseshoe at the Old Forge at Carlton-on-Trent
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lunch at the Great Northern Inn beside the railway, and had
picked berries from a whitebeam tree to plant in our
garden. Now, fourteen years later, we had a nice young
tree to provide a fine display of white blossom and red
berries and remind us of our courting days.
The children in Sealed Orders arrived in Carlton-on-Trent
and asked the first person they met about a giant
horseshoe. They were directed to the smithy at the far end
of the village, and on the wall of the smithy, picked out in
raised brickwork and painted black, there was indeed a
representation of a horseshoe, three times the height of a
man. Sealed Orders was illustrated with drawings, and a
picture showed the smithy and its giant horseshoe. Chris
and I had certainly not seen it while we were in the village,
and we wondered if it was still there. The children in the
story moved on in search of further clues, and Carlton-onTrent was the nearest they came to our home.
Other places which featured as clues, and were illustrated
in the book, were certainly real – the excavated Roman
settlement at Wall, Blisworth tunnel on the Grand Union
Canal, the Rollright Stones, the prehistoric lake village
near Glastonbury – so Chris and I had no reason to think
that the giant horseshoe at Carlton-on-Trent was fictitious.
I looked it up in two reference books: it was not mentioned
in Nikolaus Pevsner’s Buildings of England series, but it
appeared in the corresponding book in Arthur Mee’s
King’s England, so I knew that it had certainly been there
in the past.

Not long after we finished Sealed Orders – after some
interesting adventures, the children fulfilled their quest,
and at the end of the story were looking forward to their
foreign holiday – an opportunity arose for me to drive to
Carlton-on-Trent and see if the giant horseshoe was still
there. It was a mild, blustery day in November, my
birthday, with golden leaves on the trees and others lying
on the ground. Chris and I were going to a concert in the
evening. Almost opposite the road to the Great Northern
Inn – it had a new nameboard, showing a different
locomotive from the one I had photographed on our first
visit – another road led to the main street of the village. At
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the far end stood the Old Forge with a huge black
horseshoe on its wall, just as it had been described in
Sealed Orders. So, it was still there! The Old Forge made a
nice picture with the village street and the autumn colours
and the church spire in the background. My excursion to
find the giant horseshoe had been a little treat for my

birthday; I had satisfied my curiosity, and learned
something new about the locality from one of Chris’s
favourite childhood books.

A Man Has to Glue What a Man Has to Glue
Leo Stevenson

F

or those in the know, there is sometimes a blurry line between a geek, a dork and a nerd. Well all I’ll say is that creativity
takes all forms, and that there’s no shame in trying to be good at something, as I’m sure all you quizzers out there will
agree.

If any woman wants a good example of a difference
between the sexes, then look no further than the world of
model making. ‘Every man needs a hobby’ they say, and in
my view apart from the arcane world of hi-fi I can’t think
of anything that defines the puzzling differences between
the sexes more than this hobby. Though there are women
who make models, they’re as rare as rocking horse dung.
I’m not sure I know why this is the case, but there are some
who’ve tried to explain it.
A psychologist once summed up the fundamental need of
men and women in a provocatively reductionist statement
that ran along the lines of ‘all men ever want to do is play
and all women ever want is to be loved’. I can’t and
daren’t comment on the last part of his statement, but I
have to admit that there is probably a lot of truth in the first
part (despite my enormous scepticism about the ‘science’
of psychology having any credibility - a topic for another
article in pass maybe?!).
Though many men like to be spectators in their spare time,
mainly of sport or TV, many others prefer a hands-on
approach to relaxation and leisure, for example in the
numerous activities that men get up to in garden sheds
[now now, I mean hobbies]. There does seem to be
something particular in the psyche of men that often
requires a concentrated, constructive and creative time
away from the fray, and from women.
Many years ago I used to make up model kits, mostly of
aircraft. I became fairly good at doing this, but I gave it up
in my late teens as life presented a few other priorities.
Now, thirty years later, and after nineteen years of selfemployment slogging away at my work (art) trying to earn
money but in the process working stupidly long hours, I
have decided that it’s time to take stock and slow down, at
least for a little while. I felt and still feel that I need
something to do that’s creative but that isn’t art. To that
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end, model making seems to fulfil this need. I have had to
force myself into making time for this activity before my
job drives me to distraction – or worse. For me, modelling
is a deeply calming activity. What’s more, it is nostalgia on
a stick, and it has done me a lot of good.
Now let’s get something straight here; models are not toys.
At least serious models are not toys. Just because
something is miniaturised this doesn’t make it a toy. To
anyone who disagrees with me, I must ask you in my
hackle-raised defence - are models in museums used to
illustrate or explain things toys? No. Well then, don’t argue
with me.
I think of my models as miniature depictions of historical
artefacts. This is history made tangible. At the risk of
seeming even more pompous, there is also an aesthetic
dimension to them. In particular, I feel that the design,
form and lines of many aircraft are appealing in an artistic
way that echoes the appreciation of classic cars, or – dare I
say it – fine sculpture, and that this aspect of aircraft can
best be appreciated when they’re miniaturised.
Whilst considering the aesthetic side of models, there is
also an ethical dimension to them. With regard to military
aircraft I have certain pacifist qualms. There’s no escaping
the fact that part of their fascination comes from the
uncomfortable frisson of admiring objects that were
designed to kill; like appreciating the infinite but deadly
beauty of Samurai swords. I can’t help having the odd
twitchy pang about having models of military aircraft
around, but I still make them; why?
Here’s the excuse. Let’s face it, mankind’s most inventive
ingenuity has usually been best demonstrated in times of
war, and for over a century now war has been a very
productive period in terms of aircraft design. The reality is
that some of the most aesthetically pleasing ‘classic’
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aircraft designs ever made, such as the Spitfire, the
Mosquito, the Spad XIII and the Focke-wulf 190, were
designed with one purpose in mind, to take life – even if, in
the case of allied aircraft, it was in self-defence. To
celebrate these aircraft by displaying models of them might
leave some people uncomfortable, but to a degree I have
no choice. Because so many military aircraft have an
almost glamorous reputation for their design or the history
of their development this is reflected in the fact that the
vast majority of model kits available these days are of
warplanes. It would be nice if model kit manufacturers
redressed this imbalance with more model kits of civil
aircraft or at least of inter-war military aircraft, many of
which are also handsome and alluring, but in my chosen
scale, 1/32, the choice is rather limited.
The world of serious modelling has moved on an awful lot
since I last made models. There is now a huge world-wide
interest in the subject, particularly and strangely in both the
USA and in the former iron curtain countries. Ironically,
all through the cold war it was the one big thing they had
in common. Modelling has now developed into a highly
sophisticated craft, with the best kits being made in an
exquisite quality and with a level of detail that is
astonishing. The best quality kits have many hundreds of
parts to them, not just made from traditional polystyrene
but also containing parts made from steel, etched brass and
polyurethane or acrylic resins.
Many of these components are extremely delicate, and
most have to be very carefully glued to each other with
miniscule amounts of specialist super-glues (a.k.a cyanoacrylate glues). For serious modellers, the days of the
heady smells of polystyrene glue are largely over. These
fiddly components and glues are difficult and even
hazardous to handle. Super-glues stick all sorts of things
very well and very fast, and I will have to be very careful
not to find myself walking into the local hospital one day

with half an aircraft firmly and embarrassingly glued to
one hand.
Although the Airfix brand is still around after various
collapses and take-overs, the products of that company
have by-and-large stayed in the 1960’s and 70’s, and
they’re not very good. Modern kits by eastern European,
American and Japanese manufacturers are light years
ahead of Airfix now in terms of quality, accuracy and
authenticity. These days there are also a bewildering array
of ‘after-market’ accessories and components available
which are made in order to enhance and super-detail even
the poshest kits further, or to enable very serious modellers
to completely ‘scratch-build’ aircraft without buying a kit
at all.
Why would any sane person want to make models? How
can it possibly be relaxing? Well it just is. There is
something very satisfying or even hypnotic about sitting
down to make a really fine model. It takes my mind off
other things in ways that can be particularly gratifying, like
a kind of trance-like daydream. When the model is finished
there is also a weirdly rewarding period of contemplating
the results of so many hours of hushed concentration.
Anyone involved in any art or craft knows that the struggle
to make something is usually followed by a satisfying and
well-deserved gloat and a smile that accompanies the
feeling that “I made that”.
Unlike when I’m painting a picture, model making is a
finite process, a complete and fulfilling procedure with a
definitive result. I’d highly recommend it to anyone with
the right frame of mind and who feels that the geeks, dorks
and nerds of this world are innocently adding something
positive to it in their own quiet way. Would you rather I
spent what little spare time I have down the pub?

Leo rigging an Albatros D.III model
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Potterings
Timothy Robey
In a train from King’s Cross Station,
Platform nine point seven five,
Harry and his fellow schoolmates
Show their skill will long survive.

Prize Crossword
(2007:4) Solution
by Gadfan

On her hilltop farm at Sawrey,
With rare fungi close at hand,
Potter dreams of Squirrel Nutkin,
Two Bad Mice and Pigling Bland.
Potter hones his twisting phrases
So that he maintains his grip
On the art of tactful cunning
Basic to One-Upmanship.
Dundee is the comic birthplace
Of this hyperactive pair —
Pansy who’s the strong man’s daughter;
Dan who’s in Aunt Aggie’s care.
In the Wedderburn verse drama
Potter plays the Virgin Queen —
New Elizabethan era
In the Yorkshire Country scene.
Dennis (Vote for Nigel Barton),
Gary’s Gypsy-tuned guitar,
Herbal remedies and pastilles
Show how varied Potters are.
It soon became clear that there were two equally justifiable
answers to 5 down (Sound contact achieved with Germanmade car wireless [5,4]): AUDIO WIRE, the solution
envisaged by the setter, and AUDIO LINE, the one put
forward by every single entrant. Hmmmm!?! In
hindsight, I have to acknowledge that it was a fairly sloppy
clue.
This quarter’s £10 book token will be making its way north
to Stewart Cross, who was offering his first entry to this
series of crosswords, if I’m not mistaken. Stewart
suggested an alternative tie-breaker clue to 16 down:
CABLEGRAM. His clue is one of those which seems to
tell a coherent story, and reads: Mrs. Simpson backs into a
large taxi. How will she tell her insurers? Congratulations
to him.
Entries to this edition’s puzzle (next page) can be sent to
me by post at 26 Lady Meadow Close, Denstone,
Uttoxeter,
ST14
5EY,
or
by
e-mail
to
gadfan@btinternet.com, to reach me by 30 April.

2008:1
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Prize Crossword (2008:1)
by Gadfan

ACROSS
7
Healing mechanism possibly faster than using
needles (8,7)
9
Strong religious community holds fast (6)
10
Occupying Baghdad is as terrible a misadventure (8)
11
Playmaker calls to make a mark (7)
13
Engage and send in the troops (6)
14
Reportedly chosen from among the old folk of
Scotland (4)
15
Letter saying why academics back outside meeting
(5)
16
News management bites back (4)
17
Present bill then leave making excuse (6)
19
007’s shot with a rifle (7)
21
Cheat to gain point, snatching prize for game (8)
23
Badly suited to services (6)
24
Senior Receiver’s poor dealing seen as a mess
(3,3,9)

DOWN
1 Workers’ club established around the North has a
Southern parallel (9,6)
2 Grating a bit of swede with a big fork (8)
3 Adjust height a fraction (6)
4 Old impressionist – deficient but on the way up (4)
5 Medicine developed from study of nature, not
symptoms, at first (6)
6 Unfortunate to be working for corrupt, evil, red pig (15)
8 Slip away a degree then nod off (7)
12 Move mischievously around the North inciting hatred (5)
15 Place at, say, your octagonal table may … (7)
16 Vessel from Chatham in shortly (8)
18 Note: unstressed and positive (6)
20 Slapdash application of duster leaves most unpolished
(6)
22 Garden flower (4)
Gadfan
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Footballers Quiz Answers and Result
Andy Burrows
There was an excellent response to what I thought was quite a difficult footballers quiz. There were nine all-correct entries,
from David Humphry (whose name was pulled out of the hat for the £10 book token), Phillida Grantham, Mel Kinsey, Paul
Emerson, Tim Westcott, Rachel Leonard, Rod Lipscombe, Gavin Fuller and Gery Bramall. Honourable mention must also go
to Brent Peeling, who scored 19 but did it all from memory, with no research.
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

Raddy Antić
Matt Busby
Giorgio Chinaglia
Derek Dougan
George Eastham
Robert Fleck
Bruce Grobbelaar
Nándor Hidegkuti
Vincenzo Iaquinta
Maarten/Martin Jol
Georgiou Kinkladze
Renate Lingor (a member of the German team at the 2006 Women’s World Cup)
Ally McCoist
Phil Neal
Ariel Ortega
Derek Parlane
Nigel Quashie
Graham Rix
Alan Smith
Frans Thijssen
David Unsworth
Hans van Breukelen
Johan Walem
Davide Xausa
Tony Yeboah
Gianluca Zambrotta

Kings and Queens Quiz
Revd Richard Sturch
As a staunch monarchist, I thought members of the Club should (hopefully) know a good deal about Kings & Queens,
or (failing that) be encouraged to learn a good deal about them. So, here is a monarchist quiz. I did try to do it
alphabetically, but that made it all too easy; as it is, there are several pretty obvious ones, but (I flatter myself) there
are also one or two stinkers…
Please note that some of those involved may be legendary or fictitious.
Answers to my home address, 35 Broomfield, Stacey Bushes, Milton Keynes, MK12 6HA, by 30 April, please.
.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Who was the last King or Queen of Scots to be
crowned at Scone?
Which King was from medieval times one of the
electors of the Holy Roman Empire?
Which monarch said, “The good life may be led
even in a palace”?
What in heraldry distinguishes the crown of the
Queen from the coronet of the Prince of Wales?
Which king had the palaces of Neuschwanstein
and Herrenchiemsee built?
Who said of the ending of the Hapsburg and
Hohenzollern monarchies, “By making these
vacuums we gave the opening for the Hitlerite
monster to crawl out of the sewer onto the vacant
thrones”?
Which South Pacific King was in danger for a
time of being put to death by the Public
Exploder?
Which is the only book of the Bible to bear the
name of a King or Queen?
In which family is the office of King’s (or
Queen’s) Champion hereditary?
Agamemnon, the Greek leader at the siege of
Troy, was king of where?
Who was the first British King or Queen to attend
a church service taken by a priest from China?
Several countries (e.g. Poland and Denmark) have
in the past elected their monarchs. Name an
elective monarchy in existence at the present day.
How many kings specifically of England have
borne the name Edward?
Which King attended the wedding of our present
Queen but was murdered less than five years
later?
Which country was for many years presided over
by the house of Elphberg?
Who was the last reigning British king to
command in a battle?
The German Empire before 1918 was a federation
of a number of territories. How many were
Kingdoms?
“It cam’ wi’ a lass, and it will gang wi’ a lass”
was said of the Scottish Crown. To whom did it
come from and go to?

19.
20.
21.
22.

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

Prince Charles is president of the medical charity
and think-tank “The King’s Fund”. Who is the
king referred to in the title?
“Honour all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear
God, Honour the king.” Who gave this advice?
Who was the last King of Gondor before the
events described in The Lord of the Rings?
Which 20th century President said, “Monarchy is
an outdated system. For two hundred years we
have been watching the decomposition of this
system”?
Who was the last British king or queen to hold a
Coronation Banquet?
Who, after a long session with the King of
Spain’s then Prime Minister, emerged addressing
him as “Mr President”?
Who was delighted to discover that a King of
France nicknamed “The Handsome” was fat?
The Queen has celebrated Silver and Golden
Jubilees. From which language is the word
“jubilee” derived?
It is usually thought that Pepi II was the longestreigning monarch in history. Over which country
did he reign?
Which king claimed that divinity hedged him
(and kings generally)?
Which distinguished German novelist’s works
include one called Royal Highness?
Which famous Greek city-state had a “dual
monarchy” – two kings at the same time?
Which country had a former King as Prime
Minister for several years?
Name one of two kings in the twentieth century
who were succeeded on the throne by their
fathers?
Which king wrote A Counterblast Against
Tobacco?
After Napoleon, the Bourbon Restoration in
France lasted only sixteen years. But which
country has a Bourbon king even today?
Who put on their crowns at the Coronation after
the Queen?

